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The countercultural movement of the 1960s emerged alongside two artistic leaders: musician Bob 
Dylan and author Kurt Vonnegut. Their commentary on freedom and identity makes for an 
interesting existential discussion about the role of free will in creating meaning in our own lives. 

Dylan often rejects free will and implies the 
existence of a mystical fate when it comes to 
assuming moral responsibility for his role in 
the countercultural movement. However, he 
embraces free will when creating his own 
identity and asserting his freedom apart from 
the countercultural movement. 

Vonnegut takes responsibility for his role in 
the countercultural movement, but he asserts 
that free will may be an illusion debunked by 
progressive science. However, he regards free 
will as a helpful illusion for accepting 
responsibility for who we are and our impact 
on the world around us.

Free will philosophers would regard the stance of these two 1960s icons as 
compatibilistic because they believe that free will can exist in a 
predetermined universe. They use free will, humor, and the creation of art 
in all kinds of forms to achieve freedom of identity. This is liberating for the 
countercultural movement, when the identity of the United States’ people 
and institutions were being questioned.

How many years must a people exist
Before they’re allowed to be free? …
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the 
wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind.”

“Blowin’ in the Wind,” B. Dylan

Science is probably right about the 
contemptibility of man in the universe. 
Still — I deny that contemptibility, and I 
beg you to deny it, through the creation 
and appreciation of art.”

Bennington College Speech, K. Vonnegut
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